Representative John E. Fogarty
Roger Williams General Hospital
Providence, Rhode Island
December 21, 1960

THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
IN THE GROWTH OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
Mr. Sleight, Staff Members, and friends of the Roger Williams General

Hospital, I appreciate the invitation to meet with you.

Interested as I am and have been in the health of our State and
Nation for the past 20 years, there are no people that I would rather meet
with than groups who are working for the growth and progress of hospitals,
whether they be doctors, nurses, trustees, volunteer workers, or Government
leaders. And as our hospitals move into what we know will be their most
fruitful era, there is a great mushrooming of this effort on the scene,
such as in the offices where you staff members deliberate, and often far
from hospitals themselves, such as on Capitol Hill, U.S.A& wheyg/z s?ére
your hopes and in my legislative work try to secure apprqgriatioﬁs thét re-
flecp,the developing interest ?f/gll/Bﬁf’citizensw' the future of our

hospitals.

Never before in our history as a Nation could your representative in
Congress assure you so strongly that YOU ARE NOT ALONE. The people of the
United States are more aware than ever of your role in contributing to their
health and longevity. We have come a long way from the days when we thought
of hospitals as places where we went to die graciously, or where we went
‘ﬁerely to have an appendix removed. From interested parties in our Federal
Government to hospital volunteer workers in our communities we have gained
the true image of the hospital as the place where one goes at any age to live

longer.....the place where some of our most vital research is being done
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because in many instances there is no better place to make significant

studies than in a carefully selected community hospital. But, more impor-
tant, we have broken into the enlightening concept that the hospital is a
center of man's hope for health and extended opportunities to continue his

centuries-old struggle from the cave to the stars.

Forty-six years ago, at a dinner in honor of General W. C. Gorgas,
that distinguished doctor who by stamping out the scourge of yellow fever
made possible the building of the Panama Canal, James Bryce called medicine
"the only profession that labors incessantly to destroy the reason for its
existence." Yet that worthy aim, we know, is still far from being realized.
For, as improved methods of treating and healing are found,patients are
going to hospitals in greater number to take advantage of the new knowledge.
And the work of today's men of medicine is expanding to include a large
measure of research as well as the traditional treatment of patients «....
for medicine is looking TO THE FUTURE as well as TO THE PRESENT AND TO THE
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Also, with the forward-looking prepayment plans of financing medical
expenses, which are becoming more and more popular as sound methods of assur-
ing financial aebility for adequate treatment, a greater number of people are
entering hospitals at earlier stages of theéir illness ..... and thus are
enhancing their opportunities for complete recovery. It is no secret to the

layman that these changes are being reflected in our national vital statistics.
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Now, I am delighted to see that Roger Williams General Hospital has
been keeping abreast of these increasing demands for hospital growth and is
extending its usefulness by adding to its facilities. And I know that those
of you here who have worked to secure these additions have been glad that
Federal funds have been availabledfog/giightly more than a third of the
expenses involved. You are to be Pé;rtily congratulated that since the
passing of the Hospital and Constguction,Act of 1946 you as a community
here have undertaken four new of additiénal construction projects at a total
estimated cost of almost two and a hqi} million dollars. I congratulate you

/
also in your emerging addition of SO/new beds to your present capacity.

On a national scale, the total of projects undertaken under provision
of the Hospital and Construction Act numbered some 4,847 as of December 31,
1959. The estimated cost of these new facilities amounted to more than four
billion dollars, the Federal share of which was slightly less than one-third.
Yet, even though our Nation has more than a million hospital beds available
for civilian use, you can readily see how far this number falls short of the
number needed by our growing population. The difference between what is
needed and what is available -- you as hospital supporters have been grappling
with for years. The novel innovation is that now your efforts and your require-
ments are being supported by Federal funds in addition to your own contributions;
and these Federal funds reflect a growing interest on the part of our great

body of tax-paying citizens.

Construction of new facilities represents one way to meet our Nation's
rapidly increasing hospital needs, as do additions to, and expansions of,

currently functioning hospitals and centers now bursting at the walls. But






























